to develop a balanced view of the human organism in both health and disease. This textbook, written by two lecturers in behavioural science at the University of Adelaide, is intended mainly for medical students, but will also be of interest to students of related health professions. It draws its material mainly from the fields of psychology and sociology and emphasizes the cognitive behaviourist approach at the expense of the psychoanalytic viewpoint. It is concerned with human behaviour in health as well as in illness and aims to provide the conceptual tools to enable students to understand the principles of human behaviour underlying such diverse areas as patient compliance, behaviour modification and preventive medicine.
The text is not broken with any illustrations or diagrams which renders it somewhat heavy going. Each chapter helpfully ends with a summary, a list of key terms and concepts, as well as suggested exercises, making use of the material contained within the chapter. In addition to the bibliography there are suggestions for further reading. This textbook would be most useful as the course book for the behavioural science programme in medical schools and as such is to be recommended.
EDWARD STONEHILL

Consultant Psychiatrist Central Middlesex Hospital. London
Oinical Cardiac Electrophysiology ME Josephson & S F Seides pp 318 £16 London: Henry Kimpton 1979 The literature about the electrocardiograph and its interpretations must be amongst the most complete of any investigative technique which has ever been developed. The ECG, an instrument of the last century and an entirely diagnostic tool, is still yielding more and more information noninvasively about the heart. It is interesting to note that if the ECG were produced today as a new noninvasive instrument, it is doubtful whether it would pass the stringent requirements now placed on any new noninvasive cardiodiagnostic devices.
It is only because of the mass of empirical information and the huge literature that the ECG continues to be of interest.
By the time I had finished reading this book, which I had intended to read only from the point of view of a reviewer, I had become deeply engrossed in it. I have learned a great deal from it, not particularly because it contains a mass of new information but mainly because the facts are so well marshalled and lucidly explained.
For the main part, the extremely comprehensive references are referred to entirely by number. I can find no aspect of electrocardiography which is not handled satisfactorily in this book. I therefore recommend it as a definitive work on the subject. Medicine is, indeed, fortunate that there are people like M Josephson and Stuart Seides, the authors of this book, who are prepared to produce a labour of love of this kind.
DBLONGMORE
Consultant Clinical Physiologist National Heart Hospital. London
Pathology Annual 1979, vol 14 part 2 S C Sommers & P P Rosen (ed) pp 417 £21.80
New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1980 'Pathology Annual' has established itself as a regular provider of about fifteen review-type articles on matters mainly histopathological, but is a second part justified?
The contributions are almost all American, and many are not strong in general interest or practical importance. There are methodological chapters on quantitive cytology, xenotransplanted tumours and the ultrastructure of Crohn's disease (with its 1000 word summary). Sections on the pathology of the vessels in the end-stage dialysis kidney and the intramural coronary arteries read like MD theses; these are followed by shorter discussions of rare tumours such as salivary gland lymphomas, tumours of the heart and the history and histogenesis of Brenner tumours which we will file but may not feel that we must immediately read. Two articles on liver disease are of more interest and we can be grateful for the useful, concise resume of Legion' naire's disease which compresses five years of knowledge into seven pages of text. The final article is a tongue-in-cheek 'send-up' of book reviews which heavy-handedly kills off an old joke.
Histopathologists and others who have enjoyed 'Pathology Annual' in previous years may be disappointed by this volume and think that one annual a year is enough. On its penultimate page it writes its own epitaph: 'There is about as much need for this volume as for another inch on the end of one's nose'.
RABDRURY
Consultant Histopathologist Plymouth General Hospital. Devon
The chapter is included on carcinogenesis linked to the abstracts on epidemiology.
The contents are well presented, with a comprehensive bibliography for each section and with additional reading references. The cryptic editorial contents at the end of some abstracts do not intrude on the text. There are also some helpful diagrams and X-ray reproductions in many of the abstracts. This is an international annual publication of the greatest interest and importance to specialist oncologists. Although it contains nearly 500 pages of condensed material, it should be gratefully read by those who have not the time to read all of the many papers on cancer topics which appear throughout the world each year.
IWFHANHAM
Consultant in Radiotherapy and MedicalOncology
Westminster Hospital, London Each time a new edition of this magnificent book is produced, one feels the ultimate in excellence in a standard work on diseases of the ear, nose and throat has been attained. I find this volume of the fourth edition very difficult to fault, and can recommend it to all who require a standard reference work on diseases of the pharynx and larynx. In any multiauthor work the reviewer is bound to find some sections more appealing than others, but I find myself in unreserved admiration for the work as a whole.
RICHARD LAVELLE
Consultant ENT Surgeon St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
The Physiology and Pathophysiology of the Skin, vol 6. A Jarrett (ed) pp 310 £27.20 London: Academic Press 1980 Dr Jarrett is to be congratulated on producing another excellent volume in the series 'The Physiology and Pathophysiology of the Skin'. The book is beautifully presented and and is very readable.
The mucus membranes are well reviewed, by Drs Jarrett and Spearman, and this is followed by an excellent account of the current knowledge of the effects of vitamin A on the skin and mucus membranes. A brief account is included of the uses of the retinoids. In view of the current interest in the use of the retinoids in dermatology, this review is of especial interest and is up-to-date. Dr Ridley gives an excellent account of the anatomy and properties of the genital mucosa with a useful account of some of its diseases. She is a recognised authority in this field, and the section reads with the clarity one would expect from her pen. Dr Grice gives a useful account of transepidermal water loss in healthy and diseased skin. She is uniquely qualified to do this, and does it very well.
Altogether, this is a useful book and deserves to be read widely by clinical and research dermatologists and scientists with an interest in the mucus membranes, actions of vitamin A, or transepidermal water loss.
ANDREW W ARIN
Editorial Representative Section ofDermatology
Biochemical Research Applications of Scanning Electron Microscopy G M Hodges & R C Hallowes (ed) voll: pp 363 £29.50 vel 2: pp 316 £24.80 London: Academic Press 1979/80 These two volumes are the first in an open-ended series which sets out to review the work done in relating surface morphology to function with the use of the scanning electron microscope (SEM). As such they provide a very welcome addition to the reference books available to the SEM user in the field of biomedical research. The volumes are divided into chapters dealing, in the main, with such broad topics as 'the nervous system' and 'embryonic and fetal tissues', all relating to the general systems of the vertebrate body. There is also, however, a very useful chapter in Volume 2 on SEM applications to tissue in culture. In dealing with the various tissues both the normal and the pathological condition are discussed. Each chapter provides copious references.
Preparative techniques are outlined, and detail is provided where special procedures offer advantages for the demonstration of particular features. Full attention is paid to the problem ofpreparationinduced artefacts. The series is particularly to be commended for linking the SEM work to evidence obtained with the transmission electron microscope and the light microscope. Each chapter points to areas of investigation in which the SEM is likely to make a contribution in the future.
The volumes are well illustrated with micrographs which are closely supportive to the text and the majority of these are of high quality. The text is well laid out with each broad topic subdivided in a logical manner, making for easy reference. Altogether this is a valuable work, both for the SEM specialist asked to investigate an unfamiliar field and for the researcher contemplating the use of SEM techniques to further his investigations.
JOHN CLARK
Chief Technician, Electron Microscopy Department MRC Clinical Research Centre, Harrow
